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AIMST University, Kedah, Malaysia Background: Sporting activities contribute to nearly onethird of all dental injuries. The risk of children getting dental injuries during sports activities can be minimized by using a mouth guard and other oro-facial protective devices. The objectives of this study is to determine knowledge, attitude, and practices regarding oro-facial injuries and mouth guards among parents in Kedah, Malaysia and to create awareness and determine its use and effectiveness in preventing dental injuries.
Material and Method:
A cross sectional study using a validated self-completion questionnaire about the knowledge and awareness of common sports played, orofacial injuries and use of mouth guard in the prevention of injuries, was given to 100 parents having children between age groups 1 to 15 yrs. who visited AIMST Dental Centre. The data was subjected to statistical analysis using chi square analysis.
Results:
The study population comprised of parents having 34 (%) male and 66 ( %) female child. 68 % of the parents knew about mouth guards while 32 % were unaware. 90 % answered children did not use mouth guard, only 9% children used mouth guards during sports.The attitude and practice regarding the usage of mouth guards was found to be minimal.
Conclusion:
Parents acquired knowledge through media on effectiveness of mouth guards, only 9% recommended mandatory use. Lack of usage was due to reduced performance in sport due to improper fitting. Hence, dental organizations should have an advocacy role in promoting and developing such policies in the future. 
Aim:
To study the changes in physical properties of commercially available nanoparticle incorporated addition silicone and comparing the same with other commercially available addition silicone impression material and polyether. The hypothesis of the study is that the nanoparticle incorporated PVS material has better flow and wettability when compared to other commercially available PVS material and wettability equivalent to polyether elastomeric impression material.
Materials And Methods:
Polyether (group A) the most hydrophilic of other elastomers is used as a control material. Other groups include 2 commercially available addition silicone (GROUP B, C) and nanoparticles incorporated addition silicone (GROUP D). The Pre-set and Post-set wettability of each impression material is evaluated using saliva and a slurry of CaSO4 dihydrate respectively. The contact angle made by the saliva or CaSo4 drop with the respective impression material measured and evaluated using drop shape analysis of the frozen digital images. Also each impression material is used to make impression of a standard die. The die is dipped in saliva and impression is made using the above mentioned impression materials. The number of voids in the impression and stone cast poured from the impression are counted and evaluated.
Results:
The mean pre-set wettability of group A, B, C, D was 43.040 0 , 58.796 0 , 58.394 0 , 48.435 0 and the mean post-set wettability of group A, B, C, D was 36.287 0 , 60.532 0 , 59.211 0 , 40.564 0 . The mean number of voids on the impression for
